
 
GodÕs Big Picture Ð 

1. Who am I? 
(Genesis 3) 

 
Q1:  What command had God given to the man and woman? (2: 16,17) 
What do you notice in verse 1 of chapter 3? 
 
Q2:  How does the woman respond? How do you evaluate her response? 
 
Q3:  What strategy does the serpent adopt now, in verses 4-5? Can you 
think of modern examples of this same old strategy? 
 
Q4:  In what ways is verse 6 typical of all humanity? (cf. 1 John 2: 16) 
 
Q5: What is the significance of them feeling shame because they were 
naked? (vs. 7, 10, 11, 21) 
 
Q6: How does God respond to their disobedience? (Verses 8-11) 
 
Q7:  What do Adam & Eve do when questioned by God? How are we just 
the same? 
 
Q8:  What do you make of the three curses? What implications can we 
draw? Many people have seen the seed of the gospel in verse 15 – what 
do you think? 
 
Q9:  How does God treat Adam & Eve in verses 21-24? Why does he do 
these things? What does this tell us about God? 
 
Q10:  How would you define ‘sin’ from Genesis 3? How does the creation 
story of Genesis 1-2 enlarge the seriousness of sin? Why is it central to 
the gospel that we understand this? 
 
Q11: The introduction to a book usually tells you a lot about it. From what 
you’ve seen so far what do you think are going to be the major themes of 
the Bible? 
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No. 1 – In the Beginning 
(Genesis 1­11) 

 
1. One book, lots of books. 
 a) The Bible  - 2 Timothy 3: 16 
The Bible consists of 66 books (OT = 39, NT = 27), written by about 40 
authors in three languages (Hebrew, Aramaic & Greek), over a period of 
approximately 1500 years. BUT it has been inspired by God to have one 
message. This does not mean that each book has one and the same 
message. Taken together there is one message.   
 
 b) God’s message  
Three common ways to follow this message through the Bible are: 
a) Covenant - trace God’s promise to his people. (Genesis 12: 2-3) 
b) Kingdom - the plan for God’s people, God’s place, under God’s rule. 
c) Salvation-History - God’s dealing with sin and with his new creation. 
We are going to combine all three, in order to discover the overarching 
message of the Bible. Once we have found the ‘flow’, this will help us to 
study individual passages. 
 
As we go through the Bible look out for three dominant factors: 
1) God’s initiative - in his grace he reverses the effects of sin. 
2) Messiah / Saviour - God’s method is to use a saviour, a Christ. 
3) Hope - God’s purposes are working towards perfection, paradise.   



2. Genesis 1-3 - Paradise lost! 
 a) Creation  (Genesis 1 & 2) 
God as creator - out of nothing (1: 1), 
humans separate to animals (1: 27)  
God as rester - rest as theme throughout the Bible (2: 2) 
Man in the image of God - relational / rulers (stewards)  (1: 26) 
Eden - men and women living in God’s place: under God’s rule and his 
blessing, and ruling over God’s world (1: 28; 2: 8) 
 
 
Q: What is God’s chief way of communicating with the world? 
  
i) (1: 3)   ii) (1: 28)  iii) (2: 16)  
 
 

 b) Sin and the Fall  (Genesis 3) 
Temptation and lies from the Serpent - introduces doubt and questions 
into the issues of moral choice. The serpent exploits the choice given by 
God to the disadvantage of both God and mankind.  
 
Q: How is this typical of humanity? 
 
 
Q:  READ : Revelation 21: 22 - 22: 5, 14-15. What are the similarities 
and differences between this city and the garden of Eden? Who are 
included / excluded from the city? 
 
 
 
3.  Genesis 4-5  - The problem spreads. 
 a) Two ways to live  (Genesis 4) 
There is clearly acceptable and non-acceptable worship to God. God 
explains this to both Abel and Cain and so both have the same chance 
(4: 7). Cain chooses to reject God and lives with the consequences. He 
moves East (4: 16), establishing a godless line that will lead to the flood. 
 
 

 b) The Godly line   (Genesis 5) 
The repeated phrase that echoes throughout the chapter is that everyone 
dies. Even those who seek God still live with the consequences of sin (2: 
17). Yet even here there is grace. Enoch is the one exception. He walks 
with God and is blessed by God; he does not die. 
 

4.  Genesis 6-9  - How does God deal with sin? 
 a) Why doesn’t God just start again?  (Genesis 6-8) 
Sin has grown to such an extent that judgement is essential (6: 5). God 
still acts in grace, by choosing one man (6: 8). God’s way of saving Noah 
is to make him pass through the judgement himself. BUT mankind is still 
sinful (8: 21) – it hasn’t dealt with the root cause of the problem. 
 
 
 b) Will God wipe us out again? (Genesis 9) 
The blessing of Eden is repeated. The covenant is wholly God’s initiative.  
 
Q:  What is the covenant sign? What is the promise? 
 
(The covenant sign encourages faith (cf. Circumcision - Abraham, 
Passover - Moses).  
 
5.  Genesis 10-11  - Sin covers the world! 
 a) The Growth of the Nations (Genesis 10) 
Noah’s descendants multiply and spread out over the whole earth (10: 
32). Sin is now a universal problem. 
 
 b) Can mankind make it without God? (Genesis 11) 
Man moves eastward (11: 2), where he tries to establish his own 
kingdom, apart from God, on earth (11: 4). Although God does not judge 
sin now, he does restrain it. By bringing diversity God protects humans 
from their own sinful desires.  
 
A big problem for God! 
Q:  Sin is now a global problem. From what we have seen in Genesis 
1-11, what do you think God is going to do? 


