1 Pet 2:2-9: Living Stones
Introduction
Fleeting nature of stones (c100,000 years old) ‘v’ permanent nature of Christian relationships within God’s spiritual house, which will last into eternity.

Puts new imperative into how important our relationships are: that they are constructive r/n neutral or even destructive.
Verse 2 (newborn babies, craving pure spiritual milk) is re spiritual growth in individual believer.  

Verses 4/5 are corporate image, the body of believers.
5 mins to discuss A) effect on our behavior that being built together into everlasting spiritual house should have. B) any areas of temptation particular to women as we relate to each other.
Three points re spiritual house:

1) Built by God

Building house with non-uniform stones is hard – don’t fit neatly together.  We’re unique stones, built by God (passive form: ‘we are being built’) on Jesus, cornerstone. God determines size & shape of spiritual house. He chooses which stones to put next to which – they’re not randomly placed. 
Implications for TRUST: need to trust God’s doesn’t make mistakes in placing us in our situation in life.  There’s nothing random about our current circumstances.  God has placed stones around us for a purpose.  
CONTENTMENT: easy to compare & become ungrateful.  Have to consciously develop thankfulness daily - each has different gifts, strengths.  ‘Godliness with contentment is great gain’ (1 Tim 6:6).
2) Built on Jesus

1 Pet 2:24: ‘Jesus himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins & live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.’  Jesus’ death & resurrection alone enable us to become like him; righteous & acceptable & therefore to be built on him into spiritual house. 

Eph 5:25: ‘Christ loved the church & gave himself up for her to make her holy’.  Do we love the church (people not building)?   Do we make sacrifices for it?  Build one another up in our faith?  Meet around God’s word? Get to know each other well, pray for each other?  Forgive one another?  Practical ways to be built on Jesus.
3) Built for a purpose
God’s spiritual house is dynamic living community, drawn together & anchored by Jesus.  But what for?  Is church re being served or serving?
Purpose: to be holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Christ Jesus.
We’re priests!  What does being priest look like in C21 Sydney?  
A) To offer spiritual sacrifices – ie to worship God
Obvious in context of worship service. But also in gritty detail of daily life: eg tackling discipleship issue with sister in Christ.  ‘Truthing in love’: prayerfully, carefully & lovingly giving & receiving biblical truth re our lifestyle to build us up as a worshipful spiritual house.  All of life should be act of worship.
B) Be holy
God is holy & we’re called to show God to people around us. As God’s spiritual house are we different from office or shopping centre?  Do we avoid the gossip of office?  Do we shun the materialism of shopping centre?  Does our belief affect our behavior & priorities, even in eg family, career, relationships?  How we behave as individuals, how we relate as community affects how people view whole spiritual house & therefore God.
We’re not perfect.  But vibrant, holy community, built on grit & grime of each other’s lives within context of covenant love: God’s for us, ours for him & for his people is disarming in a world of lonely individualists.
You & I, built into spiritual house, can be living demonstration of God’s presence with his people.   
