THE STRANGE BUT BRILLIANT WORLD OF THE WISDOM LITERATURE

Ecclesiastes 
God is in heaven, and you are on earth, so let your words be few (Ecc 5.2)

Do not say, “Why were the old days better than these?” For it is not wise to ask such questions (Ecc 7.10)

If a snake bites before it is charmed, there is no profit for the charmer (Ecc 10.11)

Song of Songs 

Your neck is like the tower of David…(4.4)

Your neck is like an ivory tower…

your nose is like the tower of Lebanon (7.4)

I am a wall, and my breasts are like towers (8.10)

THE TEACHING OF ‘THE FEAR OF THE LORD’ THROUGH THE SCRIPTURES 

Deuteronomy 10:12 And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul,
Job 28:28 And he said to man, 'Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to turn away from evil is understanding.'"
Psalm 111:10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good understanding. To him belongs eternal praise.
Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline. 

Ecclesiastes 12:13 Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man
Of course the problem with the world is 

Romans 3:18 "There is no fear of God before their eyes."
WISDOM’S COMPETITION: THE WISDOM OF THE WORLD

1 Corinthians 1.18-20
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

 19 For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate."

 20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?

THE VALUE OF WISDOM

Proverbs 3:13-18  
13 Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains understanding,  14 for she is more profitable than silver and yields better returns than gold.  15 She is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can compare with her.  16 Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honour.  17 Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are peace.  18 She is a tree of life to those who embrace her; those who lay hold of her will be blessed.
Psalm 1:1 Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.  2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.  3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.  4 Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away.  5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.  6 For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.

SONG OF SONGS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT? 

1 Corinthians 7.3-4 

3 The husband should fulfil his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband.

 4 The wife's body does not belong to her alone but also to her husband. In the same way, the husband's body does not belong to him alone but also to his wife.

 My lover is mine and I am his (Song of Songs: 2.16; 6.13; 7.10)
JOB
42.7 After the LORD had said these things to Job, he said to Eliphaz the Temanite, ‘I angry with you and your two friends, because you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has’ 

Look at the behemoth which I made along with you…He ranks first among the works of God, yet his Maker can approach him with his sword (Job 40.15…19)

Can you pull in the Leviathan with a fishhook…can you make a pet of him like a bird or put him on a leash for your girls?... No one is fierce enough to rouse him. Who then is able to stand against me? Who has a claim against me that I must pay? Everything under heaven belongs to me. (Job 41.1…10-11)

Job 9.21-24

21 "Although I am blameless, I have no concern for myself; I despise my own life.

 22 It is all the same; that is why I say,`He destroys both the blameless and the wicked.'

 23 When a scourge brings sudden death, he mocks the despair of the innocent.

 24 When a land falls into the hands of the wicked, he blindfolds its judges. If it is not he, then who is it?

