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What is Church like? –

4. Church is for Servants
(Philippians 2: 1-18)
Introduction

Last week we saw that church is messy. So what kind of people do we need in a church that is messy? People who can say ‘sorry’. We were with friends at Cremorne yesterday when we saw the skywriter mark out the word ‘sorry’ in his vapour trail. Apparently he did the same at Bondi half-an-hour later too.

Church is for people who can say sorry. The biblical word is ‘repentance’. Not just saying ‘sorry’ but changing your mind and the direction of your life.

Now this raises a big question in most churches – what type of people are we aiming to attract? Is our prime aim people who are not yet Christians, those we long will repent and believe in Jesus? Or are we mostly working with those who are Christians already? Encouraging them to follow Jesus, building up their faith. In short, is our main target evangelism or discipleship? 
However, there is a really big danger here. So often in we talk about the gospel as if it is only the entry into the Christian life. So we have evangelistic services where someone explains the gospel and appeals for non-Christians to believe in Christ, and all the Christians sit there thinking, ‘oh yeah, heard this a million times before, but as long as we manage to recruit a few more to our Christian club!?.’

And then we have other meetings, for Christians, where we use allsorts of long words and fill our heads with knowledge that we call sound teaching, but often can’t see what difference it makes. And any non-Christian unfortunate enough to wander in doesn’t even understand what language we are speaking in. 

Paul says, “work out your salvation with fear and trembling.” The gospel is not just the way in, it is the way on. It is not just the entrance to the Christian life, it is the Christian life. Any church that forgets this is doomed to failure. 

Martin Luther understood this profoundly. He is famous for nailing his 95 theses to the door at Wittenberg Cathedral in 1517. But does anybody remember what the first thesis was? Out of 95 you’d think no. 1 would be pretty important, fairly foundational? 

“When our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, said "Repent", He called for the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.”

In other words Luther said, repentance and faith is not just the door way to Christ’s kingdom, it is the entire life of the Christian. We don’t just repent of our sins and turn to Christ when we become a Christian it is what we do every moment of every day.

And that is why we turn to Philippians 2. A purple passage in the NT. One that centres around the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. But, shock horror, Paul does not talk about the cross as something to believe in. Of course he expects us to do so, but he makes that point elsewhere, like in Romans 10. No, here Jesus is not someone to believe in he is an example for Christians to follow. Do you see? That is what it means to ‘work out your salvation’. It means that the way you become a Christian is programmatic for the Christian life. It means that our lives are to be cross shaped; that the gospel is not just something to believe, it is a mandate for how we are to behave too. Now there is an easy way to spot a gospel shaped church – it is full of servants. 

You see only true servants can cope with a messy church. Only they see the big picture of the gospel. Church is not about meeting my needs, it is about serving Christ as we serve one another. 
So please turn to Philippians 2:1-18 (p1179) and we will discover how to get a gospel shaped church full of servants. Three things to look for: Look out for signs of trouble. Look to the example of Christ. Look to the needs of others.  

1. LOOK OUT FOR SIGNS OF TROUBLE

So, first of all, especially when the new guy arrives – look out for signs of trouble. The first two chapters of Philippians are full of signs of trouble. Now don’t get despondent. The point of Philippians is that these are the kind of things that happen in gospel churches. When we stick to the gospel we should expect these problems to arise. 

When we spot any of these problems we mustn’t think, “oh that means we’re a bad church!” Far from it, the problems are signs of a healthy church – the issue is how we deal with them.
· Envy & rivalry



(1: 15)

Envy and rivalry. You see that in verse 15 of chapter 1 – Paul says, “It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill.” 


Last year when Dave Starling went to Morling was a great opportunity to put the gospel into practice. It is inevitable for factions to appear. Groups jostling for power, wanting to make sure that the new Pastor represents what they want; will do the things they want him to do. And such rivalry goes hand in hand with envy. If we think another group, not like us, gets more than their fair share of attention, well it is only natural to want to redress the balance. Young people, old people, am or pm congregations. You don’t have to be Einstein to work out what kinds of factions can quickly grow up. 


Envy and rivalry. Are you ready for them? How are we going to tackle them?

· Selfish ambition


(1: 17; 2: 3)
Next is selfish ambition. Paul describes these strange preachers like this in verse 17 of chapter 1, “The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains.” And then onto verse 3 of chapter 2 – “Do nothing out of selfish ambition...”

To quote Dick Lucas, “Christian ministry cloaks many a shameless idolatry.” That is worth hearing again - “Christian ministry cloaks many a shameless idolatry.”. Those in positions of leadership, even Pastors themselves, for whom their ministry is all about them. Sure they know all the right words to say, but it is not about serving other people, nor even about serving the Lord, it is about serving themselves; doing what they want to do, the way they want to do it. The tell-tale sign is how they respond to criticism. When someone makes suggestions about how things could be improved or done differently. What then? Do they throw their hands up in horror and say, “well you do it then!” Ummh. Sounds like selfish ambition to me. 
· Vain conceit



(2: 3)
“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit…” Or vain conceit. That means self-importance. Thinking of myself all the time, making me the centre of the universe. After all we live in a world where such thinking is actively encouraged. Here’s a quote from Paris Hilton, “Every decade has its iconic blonde, Marilyn Monroe, Princess Diana, I am now that icon.” If you don’t know who Paris Hilton is then that proves my point entirely. Rather full of herself don’t you think? 
· Grumbling & arguing


(2: 14)
Ah, and then we have grumbling and arguing. Verse 14, “Do everything without complaining or arguing,” Paul knew what churches were like. The Greek word for complaining is onomatopoeic – ‘goggusmoan’ – grumbling, murmuring, moaning. Just like the Israelites in the Wilderness. 
· Self interest



(2: 21)

But all these are ultimately about self interest. For so much of the time we are so preoccupied with our own affairs to notice anyone else. In fact even our attempts to help others are really out of self interest. As CS Lewis once commented: "She's the sort of woman who lives for others—you can always tell the others by their hunted expression". As I said this is where factions arise from. Verse 21, “For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ.” Now there’s a verse to read out at members’ meetings! 
Five dangers to look out for. Remember, don’t panic when they happen. They always happen in gospel shaped churches. The key is that we deal with them and do not put up with them. So how do we do that? What action should we take when they raise their ugly heads?

2. LOOK TO THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST

Paul gives a clear and resounding answer – look to the example of Christ. Verse 5 – “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:”
· Change of thinking

(verses 1 – 4)
 
John Stott notices that the way we tackle these problems is through a change of mind, we must change our thinking. Notice the repeated use of the word ‘consider’, Paul expects us to think about these things. There is a call to be ‘like-minded’; even the Greek word translated here ‘humility’ literally means ‘lowliness of mind’. 
But how can we consider others better than ourselves? Does Paul want us to pretend? What if we know that someone has committed some terrible sin which we haven’t? Do we somehow pretend that they are morally better than ourselves?

Not at all. No, the better is not to do with morally better but of prominence. This is the opposite of conceit. We change our thinking to consider others more important than ourselves. This doesn’t happen over night, for it requires the effort involved in changing the way we think. 
· Example of a servant
(verses 6 – 8)

 
And that comes about as we think about the example of Jesus. Of all people whoever lived Jesus, as God incarnate, had reason to think highly of himself. He was important. And yet he took on the nature of a slave. “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.” 

Literally he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave. He didn’t empty himself of his deity, the way the dustbin men empty your wheelie bin on collection day. Rather he emptied himself the way I empty the huge 6 litre milk carton when Emily’s mum comes to stay – I empty it into a nice porcelain milk jug. The milk stays the same, it’s just the container that changes. Jesus was still God, but in the incarnation we see him taking the nature and form of a servant, a slave. 


And what is true of Christmas is even more apt for Easter. The cross speaks more of his service of us – “And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death--even death on a cross!” His birth and his death are the two deepest descents of his service. Verses 6-8 outlining 7 steps downwards, progressively lowering himself to the place of a slave. 


As Jesus taught so he lived. The way up is down. The way to gain your life is to lose it, the way to find your life is to take up your cross. How can we possibly call ourselves Christians if we make no attempt to copy Jesus? Think about that, allow that to change your mind.   
· The reward of service

(verses 9 – 11)

And think about the great reward there is for servants. “Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”


God rewards those who put others first, he exalts those who are truly servants. Not that Jesus was just pretending. Nor that Jesus did this just for the reward of his Father. Rather this is about God demonstrating his approval. The life and death of Jesus led to his resurrection and ascension.  

The gospel is completely upside down. The most important people are the servants, you win by losing, you become truly great by putting others first. But how do we know that is true? How do we know that is really the way to live?

The Sprinter runs as fast as he can to win the gold medal. He may crave the adulation of the crowd but the medal is not primarily about glory. The gold medal merely recognises what the race is for. What esteem we place on the winner is a secondary matter. Adam Gilchrist has just broken the record the most number of dismissals – 414. How do you think he’d feel if we told him, “Sorry Adam, we forgot to tell you, the winner is the one who does the least dismissals!”

So it is with the exaltation of the servant. We do not serve others just to get the reward, but the reward is God’s authentication of service. It is the gold medal of the Christian life, indeed the trophy of any human life. It is God’s way of saying, “actually, it is true, the medals really do go to those who come last.” 


Don’t waste your life, striving for the wrong goals. Think about this. Jesus shows us what God’s priorities are – he is looking for servants.  

Do you see? The gospel is the Christian life. If we claim to believe in the gospel then this is what we will look like. PBC will be a church full of servants. Has to be, otherwise we aren’t following Christ. Your attitude should be the same as Christ Jesus. Will we stand on each other’s toes, or wash each other’s feet?
3. LOOK TO THE NEEDS OF OTHERS
And what is that going to look like in practice? Look out for dangers, look to the example of Christ and finally look to the needs of others.
· Unity needs work


(Verses 1-2)
In any church unity needs to be worked at. Look, you share all these things in common, how can you not be likeminded?

And should we despair at the standards Paul sets then notice the ‘any’ of verse 1, “If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion…” Any at all. Even if being united to Christ gives you the tiniest bit of encouragement, even if you draw the smallest crumb of comfort from his love, any fellowship with the Spirit at all, any tenderness, any compassion…  then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. It doesn’t come naturally so we need to work at it. 
· Look to the interests of others
(Verse 4)
And do that by putting the interests of others before your own. That is hard. So we must pray for extra grace to live like that. Daniel Barenboim, the famous Israeli Pianist and Conductor, was once asked, ‘what is the hardest instrument to play in an orchestra?’ Without hesitating he replied, ‘the second fiddle’. The second fiddle. Supporting what else is going on, not wanting the praise for myself. 

Do you see how radical this is? This is more than just putting yourself out, this is putting yourself down. Being prepared to play the 2nd fiddle when you are actually entitled to play 1st fiddle. Putting the needs of others above your own. How hard that is, and how easy to forget that it is a two way street - We are put here on earth to help others. I have no idea what the others are here for.

Occasionally people have been so kind as to tell me that that they really appreciated a Sunday service, “I enjoyed every part of it!’ I would smile politely and take it as a compliment as I’m sure that is how it was meant. However I must confess that deep down I was thinking, ‘Rats, back to the drawing board!’ You’re not supposed to enjoy all of the service, some of it I hope, most of it maybe, but not all of it. If I plan the service with the needs of everyone in mind, old and young, non-Christians and believers, then you shouldn’t enjoy all if it. It’s not just for you! 


Rather the comments that thrill my heart go something like this, “uuh, I don’t really go those modern songs / old hymns / kids services / traditional communions / video clips … whatever … but I can see why you did it that way because it obviously helps others believe and live the gospel. You didn’t do it for me, you did it for them.”

You see a comment like that is priceless to me. I don’t care, even if it is said through clenched teeth. Even if there is a little bit of grumbling. At that point, Handel’s Messiah blasts out in my imagination, the hallelujah chorus, “HALLELUJAH! HALLELUJAH!” They’ve got it. They’ve got it. Gold star, top of the class. Get in there you beauty!  

· Hold out the word of Life

(Verse 16)

Not forgetting why we do all this – “so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life--in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labour for nothing.”

When we live like this, then we hold out the word of life. We shine like stars in the universe. You see again this interconnection between evangelism and discipleship between belief and behaviour. Because we believe the gospel so we live like this, and because we live like this others see what the gospel really means. What is the point of preaching the gospel, or running a Christianity Explained course if we do not live like this? Otherwise it’s like buying hair restorer off a bald man – I mean, would you buy hair restorer off me?

We say that the gospel is both simple and profound. Jesus died in our place so that we might be forgiven. He rose again to show us that the price for our sin was paid and to grant us eternal life. ‘Prove it!’ Paul says. 


When I consider the free grace that is mine through Christ’s work on the cross then how can I look down on others? We are all sinners saved by grace? How can I get angry when others snub me or ignore me? My self-esteem is based on God’s love for me, not what other’s think of me. When I consider the sacrifice Jesus made for me, how can I be unkind to others? When I think how long suffering God is with me, how can I be anything but patient with others? The joy of knowing Christ transforms everything. His generosity to me overflows to others, I can’t help it, it just leaks out! 

When I look at Christ I see that he was a true servant and I want to be like him. I want the gospel to be more than a list of things I believe about God, I want it to shape my life. Otherwise a messy church produces nothing but more mess. No. Servants are prepared to get their hands dirty in the mess. They look out for signs of trouble, they look to the needs of others but all because they look to the example of Christ. 

SONG
From heaven you came
SONG
I will worship (collection)

OPEN PRAYER

SONG (5 verses)
At the name of Jesus
What is Church like? –

4. Church is for Servants
(Philippians 2: 1-18)
1. LOOK OUT FOR SIGNS OF TROUBLE

· Envy & rivalry



(1: 15)

· Selfish ambition


(1: 17; 2: 3)

· Vain conceit



(2: 3)

· Grumbling & arguing


(2: 14)

· Self interest



(2: 21)



2. LOOK TO THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST
· Change of thinking

(verses 1 – 4)
· Example of a servant

(verses 6 – 8)

· The reward of service

(verses 9 – 11)




3. LOOK TO THE NEEDS OF OTHERS
· Unity needs work


(Verse 2)

· Look to the interests of others
(Verse 4)

· Hold out the word of Life

(Verse 16)



